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Trees: 

Range Extensions and a New Species for Canada 


R.C. Hosie, in his Native Trees of 
Canada , seventh edition, has 
produced the best range maps of 
Canadian trees to date. However, 
with one exception, they are far too 
conservative. The one exception is 
red mulberry, which is far too 
generous. Over the past thirty years 
I have found many species outside 
their mapped ranges and it is time to 
mention a few of them. 

HILL'S OAK Quercus ellipsoidalis 
The disjunct southern Ontario 
population has an extensive range, 
occurring inside a circle running from 
Kitchener to Woodstock to 
Tillsonburg to Highway 3 to Cayuga 
to Caledonia thence through western 
Ancaster and Flamborough. I think 
these are not the absolute limits, 
especially eastward into Niagara. I 
hear second hand reports of pin oak 
near Binbrook which may be this or 
Q. palustris. In July of 1994, my 
wife induced me to attend a festival 
in Christie Conservation Area in 
Flamborough. I'm glad I did. Near 
where we were sitting was a mature 
Hill's oak. Hill's oak is our second 


smallest oak species, so a mature tree 
is not a monster. I think this species 
is over-looked and dismissed as a 
small 'red oak' of no consequence and 
thence cut down. 

SCARLET OAK Quercus coccinea 

Besides the distinctive leaves, 
fruit, bark and crown form, the 
diagnostic feature is the terminal bud 
which is rounded and distally white 
hairy. The range in Canada, as I 
presently know it, runs from 
Niagara-on-the Lake through Henley 
Pond in St. Catharines westerly along 
the escarpment bench (not the talus, 
the bench) to Stoney Creek, then 
above the escarpment to Ancaster. 
Also Oakville/Mississauga. 

Elbert J. Little, in his excellent 
range maps for the U.S.A., shows a 
similar linear range for Scarlet oak in 
New York state from the Niagara 
River to the vicinity of Rochester. 
However, I think this is based on 
Shumard oak, a species 
undocumented for New York and yet 
quite common along the Youngman 
Expressway from Lewiston to 


By George A. Meyers 

Youngstown. 

In early October, 1989, Anita and 
I were motoring through Ancaster, 
looking for the eastern limits of Hill's 
oak. I was elated to find a 200 year 
old Scarlet oak at the entrance to the 
Hamilton golf and Country Club on 
Golf Links Road. This antiquity 
means it was not planted by European 
settlers, but is native. I was 
overjoyed to find more in the vicinity. 
Driving easterly on Highway 53 an 
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impulse caused me to turn north on 
Upper Wellington Street. All along 
the road and clustered at the Young 
Cemetery and the intersection with 
Stonechurch Road was a healthy 
population of multi-aged Scarlet oaks. 
Two finds in one hour! Since then 1 
have found many more. Two ancient 
gnarled giants (if they can be so 
called — they are our third smallest 
species of oak) are on the bank of the 
Niagara River near Fort George. 
From the Wellington/Stonechurch 
stand I collected a specimen which 
was deposited with the R.B.G. and a 
seedling which thrives in my garden. 

While travelling to Toronto on the 
GO train, one can see a stretch of 
railway west of Port Credit which has 
Sassafras in the backyards and 
right-of-way. There is also Scarlet 
oak here as well as Black oak 
Quercus velutina. 

PIN OAK Quercus palustris 

Hosie's map shows the western 
limit of the Niagara population 
approximating the Welland canal. It 
exists in good numbers up to Victoria 
Avenue and Peter Thoem found a 
stand southwest of Smithville and 
southeast of Caistor Centre along 
Regional 14. I suspect pin oak will 
eventually be found to occupy the 
entire Welland River and perhaps the 
20 Mile Creek watersheds. Flosie 
shows the western population 
occupying Essex County and the 
western third of Lambton County. In 
1973,1 found it one mile east of West 
Lome in Elgin County. 

HONEY LOCUST Gleditsia 
triacanthos 

Hosie shows it occurring naturally 
in the southern half of Essex County 


only. Zuk's Zone, a rich diverse 
woodlot in Niagara-on-the Lake 
contains individuals ranging from 
seedlings through saplings to mature, 
old trees. This woodlot is best known 
for it's Pawpaw stand, but I treasure it 
for it's diversity i.e. 2 mulberries, 6 
oaks, 3 hickories, 2 parthenocissus, 
Chestnut. Tulip, Sassafras and 
Lmdera. It is perhaps the only 
remnant of what Niagara looked like. 

PAWPAW Asimina triloba 

Ten of the eleven historically 
known Pawpaw stands are on the 
Lake Ontario plain, north of the 
escarpment. The exception is the 
Navy Island stand, which I have been 
unable to locate, In the fall of 1989 
my brother, Glenn, showed me a 
previously undocumented twelfth 
stand, above the escarpment. It is in 
the town of Pelham down-stream 
from the St. John's Conservation 
Area. 

CHERRY BIRCH Betuta tenta 

Generations of naturalists have 
known of the only documented 
Canadian stand at a private residence 
on the bank of Fifteen Mile Creek at 
the northwest comer of St. Catharines. 
Locals tell me that there are more 
trees easterly along the banks of Lake 
Ontario. Since the middle '60's I have 
been aware of a single tree on the 
south side of the Q.E.W. freeway 
immediately east of the Mountainview 
Road overpass in the town of Lincoln. 

In the spring of 1994, Peter 
Thoem asked me to identify a tree 
that was puzzling him in Shoreacres 
Park, Burlington. I could see why it 
puzzled him; the tree is so old it has 
mature trunk bark all the way to the 
twigs. It is a native Cherry Birch. 


Our culture has a mindset that says 
old trees should be cut down; I hope 
the Town of Burlington does not fell 
this treasure in it's zeal for neatness. 

BLACK TUPELO Nyssa syivatica 

Hosie's map shows the western 
boundary of the Niagara population 
angling southwestward from St. 
Catharines to the vicinity of 
Dunnville. Black Tupelo grows west 
to the Niagara/Hamilton-Wentworth 
boundary below the escarpment and 
into the southeastern triangle of 
Hamilton-Wentworth Region above 
the escarpment. 

SHELLBARK HICKORY Carya 
laciniosa 

Hosie's map shows the Niagara 
population existing only in Fort Erie. 
It grows north to Lake Ontario and 
west to Silverdale (the site of the 
hazardous waste facility) Town of 
West Lincoln. On Navy Island it is 
co-dominant with pin oak. 

RED CHOKEBERRY Atonia 
arbutifo/ia 

Soper & Heimburger, in their 
excellent Shrubs of Ontario have a 
lengthy discussion about Red 
Chokeberry, an Atlantic coastal 
species ranging from Newfoundland 
to Virginia, not occurring in Ontario. 
In 1972, I found it in Wainfleet Bog 
where Black Chokeberry Atonia 
melanocarpa is exceedingly common. 
I transplanted a small piece to my 
garden, where it still thrives. 

If there are any who dispute these 
records, and/or wish to see them in 
situ, give me a call at 905-945-4217. 
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President's Column 

By John Stmger 

Where have two years gone? I 
guess it flies when you are having 
fun. I have truiy enjoyed being the 
President of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club. It has been an honour and a 
pleasure to be at the helm of such a 
remarkable organization with its rich 
legacy of achievements. When I 
think of all that we have achieved, it 
is very inspiring and bodes well for 
the future of our club and the future 
of the quality of the environment in 
our community. 

In the past two years, the HNC in 
addition to its regular activities has 
celebrated it's 75th anniversary by 
designing a new sweatshirt and club 
pin; we hosted the 1994 FON 
conference and organized two very 
successful Nature Walkathon's. We 
also produced Naturally Hamilton, the 
Hamilton Herpetofaunal Atlas, and 
Volume 2 of the Natural Areas 
Inventory Project (Vol. 1 is nearing 
completion). The HNC purchased the 
Spooky Hollow Addition with the 
assistance of the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation and the Norfolk Field- 
Naturalists'. We donated $33K to 
Project Paradise, $14K to the 
Jerseyville Rail-Trail, and donated 
$2K for the purchase of wetlands in 
Westover. We acted as the 
sponsoring organization for the Lower 
Grand River Land Trust and 
sponsored several Environmental 
Youth Corps projects. We were, and 
still are, an active participant in the 
fish and wildlife component of the 
Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action 
Plan. We also participated in the Go 
Hamilton Environmental Excellence 
initiative, the Hamilton-Wentworth 


Sustainable Task Force, and co¬ 
sponsored the Environmentalist of the 
Year Awards. We assisted Friends of 
the Niagara Escarpment, the Spencer 
Creek Watershed Watch group, 
Friends of Pleasantview and the 
Friends of Redhill Valley in their 
struggles to protect natural areas. We 
also made presentations to the 
Crombie Commission on the 
Windermere Basin-Beach strip area, 
the City of Hamilton Parks and 
Recreation Committee on dumping in 
natural areas, the City of Hamilton 
Transportation Services Committee on 
Redhill Valley and the Crombie 
proposal, and to the Waterfront 
Regeneration Land Trust on the 
importance of greenway s in Hamilton. 

In addition to this, we produced a 
new Club display, revamped the 
Wood Duck, developed a Plant Study 
Group, and managed to keep our 
operating costs down and our 
membership fees the same. 

I want to thank all board members 
and club members for making all of 
this possible and for making my job 
very easy. I would also like to thank 
everyone who has volunteered their 
time, expertise, and finances in 
support of the HNC. Your continued 
devotion to, and participation in, the 
diverse activities of the HNC has 
made our club a unique organization. 
Please continue to support us in these 
endeavours. 

Although it is quite disheartening 
at times on the environmental/political 
front e.g. only five Hamilton- 
Wentworth Regional councillors 
(Morrow, Whynot, Ross, Hodgkin, 
and McCullough) replied to the HNC 
letter supporting the Crombie 


Proposal on the future of Hamilton 
and the Redhill Valley, let us not lose 
heart. Just contrast our environmental 
achievements with those of our local 
municipal and regional councils. It is 
quite obvious that environmental 
responsibilty and integrity comes from 
individuals and organizations 
interested in the environment and not 
from politicians or political bodies. It 
is only a matter of time before certain 
individuals in our society realize that 
they are not living in a vacuum and 
that nurturing our environment and 
improving environmental quality starts 
at home. 

Let's keep up the good work and 
continue to enjoy the wonders of 
nature. Yes, that is possible in 
Hamilton! PS. Remember to have 
fun doing it! 

The Year in Review 

Once again it is time to review 
the past year and recall the 
achievements of our very active Club 
members. Our President lists these 
accomplishments in his column and 
they are truly impressive. 

This year, Doug McCallum retires 
from the Board after two years as 
Past-President. He has been a great 
help to the Board, giving not only his 
support and advice but also chairing 
the FON Conference Committee. His 
hard work went a long way towards 
making the Conference a success. 

The following are reports from 
individual members of the Board, 
with the exception of our Education 
Director who will report on her 
directorship next month. There are 
also reports on the 1994 Walkathon, 
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the Harbour Remedial Action Plan, 
and the FON Conference. 

Treasurer's Report 
Year ended April 30, 1994 

By Brian Burgon 

Audited financial statements for 
the Club were published in the 
September Wood Duck. The Club's 
activities are accoimted for in six 
separate funds. Details are found in 
Schedule 1 on page 9 of the Wood 
Duck. 

A quick first glance at the 
statements might lead to the 
conclusion that the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club is a fairly wealthy 
organization. However, much of the 
Club's surplus of $83,696 is 
committed to completion of projects 
such as the Natural Areas Inventory, 
Naturally, Hamilton! and the 
remediation of Hamilton Harbour. 
While the Club enjoys financial 
stability from its reputation for quality 
and informed environmental advocacy 
in the region, it remains dependent on 
its supporters, both public and private, 
to fund its many projects. With 
governments under increasing 
pressure to reduce all forms of 
spending, it is to the former that the 
Club must look. 

It is most gratifying for me, as 
Treasurer, and for the entire 
Executive to note how many Club 
members include a generous donation 
with their membership renewal. A 
large portion of the donations which 
appear in the financial statements are 
from members of the HNC. 

I will be providing additional 
detail of the Club finances at the 
annual meeting on October 3 and will 


be pleased to answer any questions 
you may have. 

Membership Report 

By Wolfgang Luft 

Despite the difficult economic 
times, our club has survived 
admirably and fulfilled a basic 
requirement for many people in the 
Hamilton and surrounding areas. Our 
membership has increased from 
somewhat lower values in the two 
preceding years to the levels below. 
It has become apparent that our 
publicity is working since many of 
the members are new and indeed 
quite a few have joined in the last 
few months (since May). We are 
happy to have them and welcome 
them. 

One somewhat disturbing aspect 
has shown up in that "Family" 
membership is declining in number 
and this is the category with the 
highest level of renewals. 

The following is the tabulated 
1993-1994 year for membership as of 
Aug 31, 1994: 


Active 

154 

Active Senior 

52 

Family 

33 

Joint 

42 

Joint Senior 

41 

Student 

13 

Corresponding 

26 

Life 

36 

Stewart 

2 


Conservation Committee Update 

By Doug Kay 
The past year has been a full one. 
With the success of the Valentines’ 
Day dance (over 80 people present 


and raising just under four hundred 
dollars for natural areas protection) 
under our belts we turned back to our 
conservation issues at hand. The 
Citizens’ Guide to the Protection of 
the Natural Areas of 
Hamilton-Wentworth was the focus 
of a Natural Areas workshop held in 
June. The workshop consisted of a 
slide presentation and panel group 
discussion using the Citizens’ Guide 
as a resource. Group members gave 
feedback on the Guides readability 
and functionality. The Citizens’ 
Guide will be printed at the end of 
September 1994. A draft proposal for 
the restoration of the Windermere 
Basin area and an accompanying 
Architects drawing has drawn great 
attention to the this area known as the 
"Eastern Gateway to Hamilton”. The 
Herpetafaunal Atlas was completed. 
The NAI and the updated Natural 
Areas Brochure are nearing 
completion. 

For more information contact Brian 
McHattie at 627-3499. 

Sanctuary Activities 1993-94 

By John Fischer 
Legal documents required by the 
Ontario Heritage Foundation to 
purchase the Spooky Hollow 
Addition were finalized, and the 
HNC now has title to the 
property. 

Several plant inventories were 
conducted by the Plant Study 
Group at the Spooky Hollow 
Addition. 

All trails at Spooky Hollow were 
cleared of fallen debris, and 
garbage was picked up along 
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roads adjacent to the property. 

Six sections of boardwalk were 
fabricated, and installed at 
Spooky Hollow, as an 
improvement to the main trail 
through the property. 

All trails at Short Hills were 
cleared of fallen debris, and 
garbage was picked up along 
roads adjacent to the property. 

Brush was cut under the Hydro 
line at Short Hills to ensure that 
the Linking Trail remains open, 
and the trail was marked with 
paint blazes. 

Guided hikes to the sanctuaries 
were organized by the Sanctuary 
Committee. 

A donation in the amount of 
$2,000 was made to the HRCA to 
assist them in the purchase of the 
Westover Property. 

Efforts to receive 100% tax 
rebates on all properties finally 
paid off, when several years' taxes 
were returned to the Club. 

Program and Junior Nats' Reports 

By Margaret Walton 

Program 

Members and guests were treated 
to an excellent line up of speakers for 
the 1993/94 season. Doug Bennett 
and Tim Tiner gave us some 
interesting facts on Northern Ontario 
wildlife, while Lori Labatt presented 
a beautiful slide presentation on 
Ontario’s Provincial Parks for their 
100th anniversary. We visited the 
Colorado Rockies, the Arctic, 


Ecuador, and our own Niagara 
Escarpment. Interesting programs 
were given on Coral Reefs and 
Volcanoes. George Barron 
entertained and informed us about 
Carnivorous Fungi. 

This year, another exciting 
program has been put together to 
educate us further on the natural 
wonders of our earth. Please come 
out to the meetings, and bring along a 
friend. 

Junior Naturalists' 

Sixty children between the ages of 
5 and 12 attended last years Junior 
Naturalist program, a joint venture 
between the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club and the Royal Botanical 
Gardens. These enthusiastic children 
participate in a unique program, one 
that they do not get in school. Each 
session consists of an activity or 
speaker and a hike. They dyed then- 
own club T-shirts, and learned about 
natural dyes in the process, attended a 
bird banding session, learned about 
volcanoes, fossils and the Niagara 
Escarpment, made natural decorations 
for Christmas, visited the McMaster 
Planetarium and grew marsh plants to 
assist in the restoration of Cootes 
Paradise. 

Volunteers are always welcome 
and needed for this program. No 
experience or special knowledge is 
needed and we are helping to create 
the naturalists of the future. 

Publicity 

By Roslynne Price 

This year has been a busy one for 
the publicity committee. We now 
have beautiful new club display 
boards to promote ourselves both at 


club meetings and to the public. 
Please look for the display at each 
club meeting as it will change each 
month and will display a different 
aspect of the club such as the work of 
various committees or a focus on 
individual members with pet projects 
associated with the club's goals. 
Perhaps you have an idea or project 
or event you would like to feature at 
a club meeting on our display boards. 
Let me know and we’ll work together 
to develop something special. I'll be 
looking forward to your feedback and 
suggestions over the year to make our 
display even more fabulous. 

Field Events 

By Brian Wylie 

Our October line-up of hikes 
should provide everyone with the 
opportunity to enjoy the fall season. 
Bring the whole family on 
Thanksgiving Day to discover the 
often overlooked treasures of Red Hill 
Valley. 

It is surprising that many of our 
members still have not visited our 
sanctuary in Short Hills. Our 
property is especially beautiful 
bedecked in the fall colours and 
deserves a visit. Join us at the 
meeting place listed in the Dates to 
Remember for car pooling and 
directions on October 15th. 

Equally stunning in its fall variety 
of colours is the Dundas Valley. The 
valley provides a home for many 
animals and birds which we hope to 
see on our hike. Spend a leisurely 
afternoon with us on October 29th. 

The fall clean up hike at Spooky 
Hollow provides a great chance to see 
our other sanctuary in its fall 
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splendour. Come out and lend a hand 
or just enjoy the trails on October 
30th. 

Wood Duck Report 

By Jean Stollard 

The past year has been an 
exciting one for the WOOD DUCK. 
Not only did its format change but 
also its method of production. The 
WOOD DUCK is now photocopied at 
Fhe Office Place, in Hamilton instead 
of produced using a digital scanner 
and a Gestetner duplicator. These 
machines were growing old and 
running into mechanical problems 
which would have cost the Club 
almost one thousand dollars to repair. 
Fortunately, we were able to sell both 
machines and the collator for $200.00 
to Lowville United Church. They 
were aware of the potential problems 
but were willing to buy them anyway. 

The dispute with the Post Office 
remains an ongoing problem. We are 
paying full price for postage but there 
has not as yet been a demand for 
back payment. I hope to get this 
issue resolved this year. 

I would like to thank the 
following for all their hard work: 
Norm Ralston for getting the WOOD 
DUCK mailed each month and all the 
gang who come out each time to 
speed the DUCK on its way; Rose 
Petersen for the use of her home for 
the past two and a half years. We 
enjoyed going there each month. I 
would also like to thank Jim Stollard 
for his work as assistant editor, 
checking the copy for errors. His 
help and support are invaluable. And, 
a special thanks to all who submitted 
articles for publication. Although not 
all of them have been used yet, they 


will be in the future. I hope that 
anyone with comments about the 
WOOD DUCK will contact me to talk 
about their concerns. I can be 
reached at 905-634-3538. 

Social Director’s Report 

By Doris Bundle 
The Social Director has two areas 
of responsibility: 

1. To prepare and maintain the name 
tags for the membership. An updated 
list is provided by the Membership 
director. The tags are laid out at each 
general meeting for the members to 
wear. As new members join, the 
Social Director is responsible for 
preparing the name tags. 

2. To provide refreshments at all 
regular monthly meetings. Coffee 
and sweet cider are purchased and 
presented for the social time after the 
meeting at most meetings. Tim 
Horton donuts are served. At the 
December meeting, the members are 
invited to donate squares and cookies. 
The June meeting is hosted by the 
Executive at the RBG Nature Centre 
in the form of a pot luck supper. At 
the regular meetings, donations are 
requested to cover costs. The 
December meeting is free to all. A 
cupboard on the next floor of the 
RBG is provided for the storage of 
mugs and cleaning supplies and the 
felt boards for the name tags. 

F. O. N Conference 

By Doug McCallum 
Our Club hosted the 1994 Annual 
Conference of the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists at McMaster 
University in May. We had registered 
attendance of 382 persons, of which 
some 60 persons were of school or 


university age. It had been our aim 
to encourage young people to attend 
and the generous support of Canada 
Trust's Friends of the Environment 
foundation made that possible. For 
the FON, youth participation was a 
real breakthrough. There were over 
80 adult participants registered form 
the Hamilton—Burlington area and 
nearly half of these were not members 
of the FON nor HNC. No doubt we 
will benefit with some new members 
as a result. 

The support of the Club was very 
gratifying to the Conference 
Committee. Volunteers leading hikes, 
giving lectures, assisting in procedural 
matters and registering for attendance, 
numbered well over 60. The 
Conference is a lot of work for the 
Committee which started meeting in 
January of 1993 and met monthly 
until the Conference. 

However, the response from those 
present was very gratifying. One 
long time member of the FON, not 
noted for giving compliments, told me 
we had the best designed program he 
had seen. I had a very flattering 
letter from the Chairperson of the 
Ottawa Conference held there in 
1993. And many thank you notes 
from those in attendance. We can all 
be proud of having done a first class 
job. My personal thanks to our 
steering committee consisting of Peter 
Thoem, Bruce and Janet Duncan, 
David Stubbing, Rob Dobos, Paul 
Charlebois, Karen Pettit, Mary 
Gilmour, Patricia Gilbert, Doris 
Rundle and Mary McCallum. 

1994 Nature Walkathon 

By Don McLean 

The 1994 Nature Walkathon for 
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the Environment raised over $38,000 
for environmental projects. This is the 
largest amount yet accumulated in the 
four years since the Walkathon began. 
More than $20,000 will go to the 
Bruce Trail Association for its 
"Guardians of the Escarpment” 
campaign to secure public ownership 
of additional areas of the Niagara 
Escarpment. More than half that 
amount was raised by over 70 BTA 
members who participated in the June 
4th walk from McMaster to the 
Dundas Valley Trail Centre. 

The HNC had 11 walkers and 21 
volunteers in the event. Their efforts 
will result in about $1100.00 being 
added to the Club's sanctuary fund. 
More than 30 other groups also 
participated. 

A major new feature of this year's 
event came from two local schools 
who organized their own walkathon's 
during school hours as part of the 
larger effort. Over 200 Greensville 
Public School students walked in late 
May, bringing in over $5800. Half of 
this amount will go back to the school 
for a nature garden, composting and 
other environmental projects. The 
students walked around their school 
several times and then proceeded to 
the Webster’s Falls Conservation Area 
to complete either a 7 or 10 km 
distance. More than 60 parents helped 
out and the event was so successful 
that the teachers at Greensville have 
decided to do it again next year. 

A second elementary school, 
Eastmount Park in Hamilton, is 
following the Greensville example in 
September (after this article is being 
written but before you will be reading 
about it). Their in-school walkathon 


will take place in two parts with half 
the school involved each day. They 
will travel by bus to Albion Falls and 
then walk along the Bruce Trail to the 
Battlefield Monument in Stoney 
Creek. The monies they raise will be 
added to the $38,000 already pledged 
in this year's walkathon. 

.Another addition to the 1994 
event was a parallel walkathon in the 
Beaver Valley that took place on the 
same day as the main walk in the 
Dundas Valley and provided an 
opportunity for northern members of 
the Bruce Trail Association to get 
involved. They raised about 
$1,500.00. 

The four walkathon’s held so far 
have raised over $120,000.00. 
Preparations for next year’s event will 
start soon. New volunteers are always 
welcome. Contact Don McLean at 
905-664-8796. 



Something Good and Something 
Bad, Something Happy and 
Something Sad 

By Bill Luton 
The Fish and Wildlife Habitat 


Restoration Project in the past year 
met with a mixed bag of success. 

Something good: in Cootes the 
access bridge for that all-important 
carp barrier/fishway was erected, and 
the plans for the barrier itself were 
completed. 

Something bad: in Cootes the 
Aquadam encountered such major 
problems that virtually the whole 
planting season of 1994 was lost. 

Something happy: with 

Harbourfront Park open for the first 
time the success of Aquafest was 
outstanding as more and more people 
became aware of the exciting 
potential of the Bay; the improving 
water quality in the harbour was 
evidenced by the steady come back of 
desirable species of water plants. 

Something sad: Project Paradise 
has raised $1.6 million, but this is far 
short of its goal of $4 million; as a 
result some key elements in the marsh 
restoration are in jeopardy. What is 
disappointing: corporate donations 
have come in fairly well, but the 
response from individuals has lagged 
behind. 

Although the F& WHRP team may 
have been bloodied by the battles of 
1994, they are undaunted - and 
Project Paradise is still open for 
donations. But needed is all the 
support that can be given by those 
people who care about the future. 
Stay tuned to the November WOOD 
DUCK for the whole story of the 
year. 


19 




NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


By Rob Dobos 

Number of species recorded to March 31, 1994 - 136. For underlined species or 

dates a written documentation is required by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. 
Capitalized species are provincial rarities requiring documentation by the 
Ontario Bird Records Committee (OBRC). 

Observers: Dave Agro (DA) , Jim Anderson (JA) , Michael Bradstreet (MB) , Barb 

Charlton (BC), Jim Cram (JC), Bill Cuddy (BCd), Robert Curry (RC), Hugh Currie 

(HC), Rob Dawson (RDw), Keith Dieroff (KD), Rob Dobos (RD), Jim Dowall (JD), Rick 
Dowson (RDo), Brian Driscoll (BDr), Mike Driscoll (MDr), Bruce Duncan (BD), Gavin 
Edmonstone (GE), Alf Epp (AE), Lois Evans (LE), Ross Evans (RE), Denys Gardiner 
(DG), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Shawn Giilck (SGk), Ann Gill (AG), Phil Gosling 
(PGo) , Carl Hamann (CH) , Jim Heslop (JH) , Don Holland (DH) , Jim Hummel (JHu) , 

Jean Iron (JI), Peggy Jefferson (PJ), Mike King (MK), Norma King (NK), John Lamey 

(JL) , Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Lou Marsh 

(LM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Al McTavish (AM), George Meyers (GM), John Miles 

(JM) , George Naylor (GN) , Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH) , John Olmsted (JO) , 
Magne Osteras (MO), Don Perks (DP), Ron Pittaway (RPi), Paul Rose (PR), Patti 
Rusins (PRu), Greg Salter (GS), Bill Smith (BS), Janet Snaith (JSn), Rick Snider 
(RSn), Chris Spytz (CS), Robert Stamp (RSt), Mike Street (MS), Rob Tonus (RT), 
William Waffle (WWa) , Carole Wilkerson (CW), Brian Wyatt (BWt), Brian Wylie (BW) , 
Many Observers (m.obs.). 

Legend: 

* -first occurrence for 
the year 

F -first occurrence for 
the migration 
L -last occurrence for 
the migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 

# -documentation 
submitted to the OBRC 


Plumages: 

m. -male 

f . - female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 
subad. -subadult 

1st win. -first winter 
1st yr. -first year 
2nd yr. -second year 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [BR] 

Halton [HL] 

Haldimand-Norfoik [HN] 
Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [M3] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT] 
Wellington [WL] 


JANUARY, FEBRUARY and MARCH 1994 


Red-throated Loon: One was on Lake Ontario off Walkers Line [HL] Feb 15 * (BL) . 
Pied-billed Grebe: One was at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HW] Mar 11 * (BW), and 
three were there Mar 26 (RDw,BDr); one was on the Grand River at Cambridge [WT] 
Mar 13 (RD) ; four were at the Dundas Hydro Pond [HW] Mar 25 (BW) ; one was off 
LaSalle Marina [HW] Mar 25-29 (RC;RD). 

Horned Grebe: Four were lingering off Fifty Point C.A. [M3] Jan 1 (KM). The 
freeze-up of Lake Ontario by mid-Feb resulted in this species' reappearance, 
including: one off PetroCanada Pier [HL] Feb 12 (KM,PR), two off Walkers Line 
(KM,BL) and one off Burloak Park [HL] (RD,BC) Feb 19. Normal first migrants were 
two off Burlington Mar 13 (KM); 13 were off Fifty Rd [HW] Mar 14 (RD); eight were 
off LaSalle Marina Mar 25 (RC); unusual was one in a flooded pasture at Mt. Healy 
[HN] Mar 27 (KM) . 

Red-necked Grebe: Birds appearing after the Lake freeze-up included: one at 
Win.dermere Basin [HW] and two off PetroCanada Pier Feb 12 * (KM, PR) ; four off 
Appleby Line [HL] Feb 15 (BL); one on the Bay off. CCIW [HW] Feb 18 (RD); two off 
Burlington Feb 19 (RD,BC). Normal first migrants included two off Green St, 
Burlington [HL] Mar 13 (KM); 17 were off LaSalle Marina Mar 25 (RC). 

Eared Grebe: One at Windermere Basin Jan 1-23L (KM;m.obs.;PR) was present since 
late Nov; this is the first winter record for the HSA. 

Double-created Cormorant: One at the E End of the Bay [HW] Mar 6 * (KM,RD,BC) 
and at the Mouth of Red Hill Creek [HW] Mar 15 (DL,CH) was likely a wintering 
bird; four were at Windermere Basin Mar 27 F (RD); six were at Tollgate Ponds 
[HW] Mar 31 (RD) . 

Great Blue Heron: One was at Clarke Rd N of Paris [BR] Jan 8 L (RC); two were at 
Desjardins Canal Mar 11 F (BW) . 

Tundra Swan: A max of 50 wintering birds were off LaSalle Marina Jan 9 (RD et 
al.) ; six were off Venture Inn Jan 11 L (RD). Six migrants were over Greensville 



[HIV] Mar 7 F (PR); 40 were off Fruitland Ave, Burlington [HL] Mar 13 (KM); 35 
were ever Clappison Corners [HW] and 27 were off Fifty Rd Mar 14 (RD); 50 were 
over Beamer C.A. [NG] Mar 14 (GM), and 12 were there Mar 15 (GN); 15 were over 
the E Mountain, Hamilton [ HW] Mar 15 (GN) ; four were near the Hydro Islands [HW] 
Mar 17 (RD) ; 18 were past Bayshore Park, Aldershot Mar 22 (RC) ; seven were over 
Berry C.A. [HW] Mar 24 (BW); 52 were at 10th Rd E [HW] Mar 24 (RD); two were at 

Windermere Basin Mar 27 (RD) . 

Trumpeter Swan: The family group from Wye Marsh (two ad.,six imm., all wing 
tagged) were on the Bay Jan 9-14 (m.obs.), and later at Bronte Harbour [HL] from 
Jan 29-Mar 13 at least (m.obs.). 

Mute Swan: A high count of 17 were on the Bay Jan 9 (RD et al .) . 

Whooper Swan: One escapee was at LaSalle Marina Jan 5 (RD), off Burlington Golf 
Club [HW] Jan 9 (RD et al.), off Venture Inn Jan 22 (KM,BL), and off CCIW Feb 18 
(RD) . 

Snow Goose: One imm. blue morph was at Windermere Basin Jan 9 * (RD et a.1.) ; one 
ad. white morph was at Desjardins Canal Feb 12 (KM,PR), and Princess Point [HW] 
Feb 19 (RD,BC). 

"Richardson's" Canada Goose: One of this small subspecies was on the Grand 
River, Brantford [HR] Jan 2 (BL,KM). 

Bar-headed Goose: One escapee was at Bronte Harbour Mar 13 (KM). 

Wood Duck: Two f. were at Desjardins Canal Jan 3-on (m.obs.); one m.,one f. were 
at Sioux Lookout/Walkers Line Feb 19 (KM,BL), and one m. was at Sioux Lookout Mar 
S-12 (RC et al.); four were at Dundas Marsh Mar 22, and nine were there Mar 31 
(BW); two m.,one f. were at Desjardins Canal Mar 26 (RDw); two m.,two f. were at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds Mar 27 (RD). 

Green-winged Teal: Two m. were at Chedoke Creek [HW] Jan 9 L (RD et al.); five 
were on Hamilton Bay Mar 23 F (RC) ; three were at Woodhill Rd N of Cone 2 [HIV] 

Mar 25 (RD); two were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds and four were at Windermere Basin 
Mar 27 (RD). 

Northern Pintail: A max. of 33 were at Windermere Basin Jan 1 (KM), while 25 

were there Jan 23 (RC,JO); two were off Walkers Line Feb 19 F (KM,BL); 14 were on 
Hamilton Bay Mar 23 (RC) ; 75 were at 8th Rd E [HW] Mar 24 (RD) ; seven were at 
Woodhill Rd N of Cone 2 Mar 25 (RD) . 

Blue-winged Teal: One m. was at N Shore of Bay Mar 23 * (RC), and at LaSalle 
Marina Mar 29 (RD). 

Northern Shoveler: Five were at Windermere Basin Jan 1 (KM); two were at N Shore 
of Bay Mar 24 F (RC); six were at Dundas Marsh Mar 31 (BW). 

American Wigeon: Two were off Walkers Line Feb 19 * (KM,BL); eight were on 
Hamilton Bay Mar 23 (RC); 15 were at 10th Rd E Mar 24 (RD). 

Canvaaback: Forty-five were off LaSalle Marina Jan 5 (RD); six were at 

Windermere Basin Jan 23 (RC,JO); 20 were off Burlington Feb 19 F (RD,BC); 46 were 
at Grimsby Sewage Ponds, and about 100 were off N Shore of the Bay Mar 27 (RD) . 
Redhead: Six were at LaSalle Marina Jan 3 (KM); four were at Windermere Basin 
Jan 9 (RD et al .); numbers on the Lake off Burlington increased from: seven -Jan 
9 (RC,JO), 18 -Jan 14 (RD), 50 -Jan 22 (KM,BL), 250 -Feb 19 F (KM,BL); 40 were on 

the Bay off CCIW Mar 1 (RD); 20 were off N Shore of the Bay Mar 27 (RD). 
Ring-necked Duck: One m. was at Windermere Basin Mar 12 * (KM); 58 were on 
Hamilton Bay Mar 23 (RC); nine were at Dundas Hydro Pond Mar 25 (BW); 22 were at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds Mar 27 (RD). 

TUFTED DUCK: One m. was off Venture Inn Jan ll*-Mar 5L (RD;m.obs.)#. 

Greater Scaup: About 10800 were counted off Burlington Jan 9 (RC,JO); 12000 were 
estimated off Burlington Feb 5 (RC et al.) . 

Leaser Scaup: About 2000 were at Windermere Basin Jan 9 (RD et al.); about 500 
were off Burlington Mar 6 (RC et al.) . 

COMMON EIDER: One ad. m. was near the PetroCanada Pier Jan 24*-Feb 19 (JL et 
al. ;m.obs.)#, and was later off Shoreacres Mar 6 (m.obs.), and last reported off 

Walkers Line Mar 15 L (AM). 

King Eider: Numerous reports received of varying numbers on the Lake off 
Burlington, including up to three 1st win. m. and five f. (m.obs.); the first was 
one f. off Venture Inn Jan 9* (RC,JO); the last were four off Appleby Line Mar 27 
(fide HC) . 

Harlequin Duck: One f. was off Park and Howard Sts, Oakville [HL] Jan 23*-Feb 5 
at least (RPi,JI;m.obs.); it was later off Walkers Line Feb 15 L (BL). 

Oldsquaw: A max. of about 1000 were off PetroCanada Pier Mar 13 (RDw). 

Black Scoter: Small numbers off the Burlington Lakeshore including: two ad. 
m.,one f. off PetroCanada Pier Jan 29 (KM et al.); two off Walkers Line Mar 6 
(RD,BC,KM) ; two off Appleby Line Mar 13 (KM) . 

Surf Scoter: Notable reports off the Burlington Lakeshore included: one ad. m. 
off PetroCanada Pier Jan 29 (RC et al.); seven off Burlington Mar 6 (RC et al.); 



15 off Appleby Line Mar 13 (KM). 

White-winged Scoter: About 5000 were off Winona [HW] Jan 9 (KM,BL,GN). Estimates 
of 10000-15000 birds were off the Burlington Lakeshore from late Jan-on, with 
numbers decreasing in late Mar (m.obs.). 

Common Goldeneye: About 8700 were counted off Burlington Jan 9 (RC,JO), and 
large numbers remained through the period. 

Barrow's Goldeneye: An ad. m. was off Walkers Line Jan 21*-Feb 5 (m.obs.); it 
was later off PetroCanada Pier Feb 12 (RPi,JX,KM,PR), and again off Bronte Mar 5 
L (GE) . 

Bufflehead: About 425 were counted off Burlington Jan 9 (RC,JO); about 100 were 

at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Mar 27 (RD). 

Hooded Merganser: Seven were at Windermere Basin Jan 9 (RD et al.); one m. was 
at Grand River, Cambridge Mar 13 F (RD); one m. was at Dundas Marsh Mar 22 (BW); 
11 were on Hamilton Bay Mar 23 (RC); two m.,three f. were over Highland Gardens 
Park, Hamilton [HW] Mar 24 (RDw); one m. was at Desjardins Canal Mar 26 
(RDw,BDr); 13 were at Taguanyah C.A. Mar 27 (KM); six were at Valley Inn [ HL] Mar 

31 (RD). 

Common Merganser: Fifty were at Windermere Basin Jan 9 (RD et al .); 40 were at 

Dundas Hydro Pond Mar 25 (BW). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Fifty-seven were counted off Burlington Jan 9 (RC,J0). 

Ruddy Duck: One f. was on the Bay E of Willow Point [HW] Jan 1 (JC) ; one was at 
Windermere Basin Jan 9 L (BC); one was on Hamilton Bay Mar 23 F (RC); one f. was 
at Windermere Basin Mar 27 (RD). 

Turkey Vulture: The first was a single at Beamer C.A. Mar 9 * (NPH); high counts 
at Beamer included 356 on Mar 24 and 396 on Mar 30 (NPH). 

Osprey: One was early at Beamer C.A. Mar 31 * (NPH). 

Bald Eagle: Numerous reports were received of four individuals (one ad.,one 
subad.,one 2nd yr.,one 1st yr.) which wintered around Hamilton Bay and the 
Lakeshore areas from Jan 1-early Mar (m.obs.). Reports away from the Lake 
included: one imm. on the Grand River S of Cayuga [HN] Jan 2 (PRu); one 1st yr. 

at Brock Rd & 5th Cone [HW] Jan 16 (KM,GN); one imm. at the Grand River at 

Newport Bridge [HR] Jan 16 (BL); one 2nd yr. over the Dundas Valley [HW] Feb 27 
(BW); one imm. at Spencer Gorge [HW] Mar 1 (BW). A total of 23 birds were 
counted in March at Beamer C.A. including: 2 -Mar 12, 1 -Mar 14, 4 -Mar 20, 9 - 

Mar 23 (new one day high), 5 -Mar 26, 1 -Mar 29, 1 -Mar 30 (NPH). 

Northern Harrier: A high count was of 27 at Beamer C.A. Mar 23 (NPH). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Eleven reports were received of wintering birds throughout 
the area (m.obs.). The highest counts at Beamer C.A. were 42 on Mar 23 and 47 on 
Mar 26 (NPH). 

Cooper's Hawk: Ten reports were received of wintering birds throughout the area 
(m.obs.). The highest count at Beamer C.A. was of 34 Mar 26 (NPH). 

Northern Goshawk: One imm. was at the N Shore of Cootes Paradise [ HW] Jan 8*-15 
(JA;BCd) ; one imm. was at Victoria Park, Hamilton [ HW] Jan 2 0 (BS) ; one ad. was 
at Gore Rd near Emerald Lake [HW] Jan 22 (RC); one ad. was at Valens C.A. [HW] 

Jan 23 (RDw); one imm. was at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HW] Jan 27 (RC). A 
total of 27 were counted at Beamer C.A. including: 5 -Mar 20, 8 -Mar 26, 7 -Mar 
27 (NPH). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One ad. was at Waterworks Park, Brantford [BR] Jan 2 * 
(BL,KM); one ad. was over N Shore of Bay Jan 9 (RD et al.); one ad. was on Hwy 6 
at Puslinch [ WL ] Feb 12-Mar 5 (RC;RD,BC) . Birds counted at Beamer C.A. included: 

18 -Mar 9 F, 655 -Mar 23 (new one day high), 375 -Mar 26 (NPH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: An apparent dark morph juv. calurus x borealis was at Tollgate 
Ponds/Easport area Mar 6 (RD,BC,KM); high counts at Beamer C.A. included 380 on 
Mar 23 and 497 on Mar 26 (NPH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Six were between Hagersville and Willow Grove [HN] Jan 16 

(RDw) ; high counts at Beamer C.A. included eight Mar 20 and nine Mar 26 (NPH) . 

Golden Eagle: Birds at Beamer C.A. included: 2 -Mar 23 *, 1 -Mar 25, 3 -Mar 26, 

1 -Mar 29 (NPH). 

Merlin: One was at the Henderson Survey, Brantford [BR] Jan 1-Mar 6 (BL,KG); one 

was at Helen St, Dundas [HW] Jan 13 (JA); one was at Upper Wellington & Limeridge 

Rds, Hamilton [HW] Jan 14 (GN); one was at the foot of Walkers Line Feb 4 (fide 

HC); one was at Victoria Park, Hamilton [HW] Feb 4,8 (BS); one was at Beamer C.A. 

Mar 1 F, and another was there Mar 20 (NPH). 

Peregrine Falcon: One was reported from Carroll's Point [HW] Jan 1 (DH et al.; 
fide MS). 

Gray Partridge: Five were on RR 20 W of Hagersville [ HN] Jan 2 (LE,MS); seven 
were at Brantford Airport [BR] Jan 14 (BL,DG); three were at Jerseyville & Lynden 
Rds [HW] Jan 22-24 (BS et al.) , and seven were there Jan 30 (BL,KM); 13 were at 
Hwy 5 & Woodhill Rd [HW] Jan 30-Feb 12 (m.obs.); 4-6 were at Jerseyville on the 



Winter Wren: One near the foot of Appleby Line Jan 9 (RC,JO) was the only one 
reported. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Nine at Brantford Jan 2 (BL,KM) were the most reported; 
two were at Highland Gardens Park Mar 24 F (RDw). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One was at a feeder along the Grand River S of Cayuga Jan 
2*-Feb 16 at least (BS,JC,JD). 

Eastern Bluebird: One m. was at Ridge & Woolverton Rds [M3] Mar 15 * (GN). 

Hermit Thrush: One seen in the Aviary at Dundurn Castle [HIV] Mar 14 * •'3W) had 

likely overwintered. 

Varied Thrush: One m. was at a feeder on Puslinch 10th Sideroad SW of Guelph 
[WL] Jan 1-Mar 20L (WWa;M.Obs.). 

Northern Mockingbird: Reports away from its main range included: one at St. 
George St, Brantford [B.R] Jan 19 (BL) ; one at Cainsville Sewage Ponds Feb 1 (BL) . 
Brown Thrasher: One remained near Kortright Rd, Guelph [WL] Jan 1-Feb 12 at 
least ( fide BWt). 

Bohemian Waxwing: Two were at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Jan 8 * (RC); 23 were at 
Puslinch Cone 2 E of Sideroad 10 [WL] Feb 27 (RD,BC); a flock at Woodhiil Rd N of 
Cone 2 [HW] numbered: 30 -Mar 15 (CW), 11 -Mar 20 (BS), 150 -Mar 21 (AE), 100 - 
Mar 22 (LE), 50 -Mar 23 L (MS). 

Cedar Waxwing: One "orange-banded" variant was at Bronte Woods Feb 15 (BL). 

Northern Shrike: One was near RR 552 & Cone 6 [HW] Jan 1-16 (RC;KM,GN); singles 
were at Cone 6 W of Westover [HW] and Slote & Mineral Springs Rds [HW] Jan 24 
(BS,JC,JD); two were near Alberton Jan 24 (RC); one was 1 km N of Middleport [HR] 
Feb 1 (BL); one was at Hwy 6 near Oneida 3rd Line [HW] Mar 2 (MS). 

Pine Warbler: One was at an Oakville feeder [HL] Jan 1-9 . after which it was 
captured and taken to a rehabilitator (RT); one was at an Edinburgh Rd feeder, 
Guelph [WL] Jan 1-Mar 31 (PGo fide BWt); one imm. m. was at a Dickson Rd feeder, 
Mississauga [PL] Jan 10-27 at least (RE;m.obs.). 

Rufoua-aided Towhee: One was at a Puslinch 10th Sideroad feeder Jan 13*-Feb 15 
(NK, fide BWt). 

Savannah Sparrow: One was at Coker & Fifty Rds [HW] Mar 24 * (RD) . 

White-throated Sparrow: One was at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek Jan 2-Mar 29 
(DL,GL); one was at Highland Gardens Park Mar 29 (RDw). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Two imm. were at Tollgate Ponds Jan 30 * (RC) ; one ad. 
wintered at a Grimsby feeder [M3] (GM) . 

"Oregon" Junco: One was reported in Waterdown [HW] in early Jan (KD). 

Snow Bunting: Seven were at Windermere Basin Jan 1 (RD,BC); 20 were at Sheffield 
[HW] Jan 1 (RC); 15 were at MacGregor Rd, Brantford [BR] Jan 4 (BL); 40 were near 
Jerseyville Jan 23,Feb 6 (RC,J0;RC). 

Red-winged Blackbird: First migrants appeared Feb 20 *, including: 25 at Indian 
Line & New Credit Rd [HN] (BL) ; 15 at Sandusk Rd & 10th Cone [HN] (BL) ; three at 
Hagersville (RC). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Thirteen were near Hagersville Jan 2 (MS); one was at 
Hendershot & Golf Club Rds [HW] Jan 12 (DL,GL); one was at Kemp & Woolverton Rds, 
Grimsby [NG] Feb 27 (BL,KM); one was at Plains Rd, Aldershot [HL] Mar 23 F (RC) . 
Rusty Blackbird: Two were at Puslinch Sideroad 10 Jan 9*-Feb 6 at least 
(WW;m.obs.); one at Crieff Bog [WL] Feb 20 (RSn,RSt) may have been an early 
migrant, 

Common Grackle: One was at Spring Garden Dr [HL] mid-Jan * (BS) ; one was at 36 
Winter Way, Brantford [RR] Feb 19 F (BL,DG). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were received of flocks from six locations during 
winter (m.obs.). 

Pine Grosbeak: Seven were at the Hyde Tract Jan 1, and 15 were there Feb 27 
(JHu) ; a max. of 50 were at the RBG Arboretum [HW] Jan 6 (MB) , with smaller 
numbers present thereafter (m.obs.), including 15 on Jan 9 (RD et al.) and 13 Jan 
29 (RC) ; six were at Creighton Rd, Dundas [HW] Jan 9-on (BDr,M0,RDw) , including 
one ad. m. Feb 4 (BDr); two were at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Jan 10 (RC); one 
was at McMaster University Jan 18 (RDw); one was at Beverly Swamp Jan 22 (RD,CS); 
three were at Westfield Heritage Centre Feb 6 (BD,JSn); three were over Hwy 403, 
Ancaster Feb 20 (RC). 

White-winged Crossbill: Birds at an Aldershot feeder [HL] included: 4 -Jan 3*, 1 

-Jan 5, 2f -Feb 14, lmlf -Feb 15 (JC) . 

Common Redpoll: Widespread and numerous during this winter; high counts 
included: 200 near Alberton Jan 23 (RC,JO); 300 at Woodhiil Rd S of Hwy 5 Feb 5 
(RD,BC,BL,KM) ; 400 at 4th Cone E of Brock Rd [HW] , and 130 at Jerseyville Feb 6 
(RC) ; 100 at 8th Rd E & S Townline Rd [HW] Mar 27 (KM) . 

Hoary Redpoll: One was reported from Westover [HW] Jan 13*-15 (JC;LE,MS); one 
ad. f. was near Alberton Jan 24 (RC); one was near Brookville [HL] Jan 24,31 
(LM); one was at Westfield Heritage Centre Feb 13 (BD,JSn). 



Rail-Trail [ HW] Jan 30-Feb 5 (m.obs.) ; five were ac Indian Line at New Credit Rd 
[HN] Feb 11 (BL) . 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Three were at Twenty Rd W of Hwy 6 [HW] Jan 25 (RC); six 
were at Winona [HW] Jan 25 (DL,GL); one was at Woolverton Rd at Escarpment Mar 20 
(MS) . 

Wild Turkey: A flock NE of Safari & Westover Rds [HW] numbered: 20 -Jan 13 (RD), 
8- Jan 15 (KM,PR), 12 -Jan 16 (KM,GN,RD,BC), 1 -Feb 5 (RD et al.); one was at Hwy 

8 two km NW of Peters Corners [ BD] Mar 9 (BD); two were at Princess Point [HW] 

Mar 23 (fide MS). 

American Coot: One was at N Shore of Bay Mar 23 * (RC); two were at LaSalle 
Marina Mar 29-31 (RD). 

Sandhill Crane: A pair of ad. returned to Grass Lake [WT] Mar 27 * (SGk). 
Killdeer: One was at Princess Point [HW\ Mar 10 * (DA). 

Common Snipe: One was at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 2 * (RDo); three were at 10th Rd E 
Mar 24 F (RD). 

American Woodcock: Four were at Glanbrook & Book Rds [HW] Mar 23 * (RC); three 
were at Berry C.A. Mar 24 (BW). 

Bonaparte's Gull: One 1st win. was at Tollgate Ponds Mar 27 * (DL,CH,RD). 

Iceland Gull: One ad. was at Woodland Cemetery Mar 6 * (RD,BC,KM); one 1st win. 

was off Walkers Line Mar 6 * (KM,RD,BC) and off Green St Mar 13 (KM); one was at 
N Shore of Bay Mar 23-24 (RC); one 1st win. was at Valley Inn Mar 31 (RD). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: One 1st yr. was at LaSalle Marina Mar 25 * (RC). 

Glaucous Gull: Five were at Brantford Jan 2 (BL,KM); three were on the Bay Jan 9 

(RD et al.); 1-4 imm. were off Burlington Feb 5-Mar 13 (RD,KM et al .); one imm. 

was off CCIW Mar 7-15 and one ad. was there Mar 14 (RD); two imm. were off 

LaSalle Marina Mar 25-27 (RC;RD). 

Ringed Turtle Dove: One escapee was at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek [HW] Jan 2 
(DL,GL) . 

Eastern Screech-Owl: One was calling during the day from a yard on Fruitland Ave 
near the Lake, Burlington [ HL ] Jan 29 (RD et al.) and again Mar 13 (RDw,BDr). 
Snowy Owl: One was on the Beachstrip area [HW,HL] Jan 4-17 (RD); one was at 
Fifty Point C.A. Jan 9 (KM,BL,GN), and Mar 13 (RDw,MO,BDr); one was 1 km S of 
Willow Grove Mar 20 (RDw). 

Long-eared Owl: One was at Ford Woods, Oakville [HL] Jan 29 * (RC,KM); one was 
at Hopkins Tract [HW] Jan 30 (BDr,MDr); one was 1 km N of Rockton [HW] Jan 31 
(BD); 15 were at Bronte Woods [HL] Feb 15 (BL), and eight were there Feb 19 

(RD,BC); one was on the Homestead Trail, RBG [HW] Feb 13 (fide MS). 

Short-eared Owl: Fifteen were near Hagersville junkyard [HN] Jan 2-on (MS); one 
was at the PetroCanada Pier Feb 6 (BDr,MO); one was at Fifty Point C.A. Feb 19 
(RDw) . 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: One found dead on a front porch near New St & Guelph 
Line, Burlington [HL] Jan 19 * (PJ) was indicative of the harsh winter; one was 

on the Homestead Trail, RBG Feb 13 (fide MS); one was at Valley Inn Mar 15 (JA). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One was near Hagersville Jan 2 (MS); one was at Mount 
Hope [HW] in early Jan (GS, fide MS) ; one was at Lynden [HW] in early Jan (AG, 
fide MS); one was at Chiefswood Rd & Hwy 54 [SR] Feb 1 (BL); three were at River 
Rd, Cayuga Feb 16 (BS,JC); one was at Beamer C.A. Mar 15 (GN). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One was at Shoreacres Creek Feb 12 * (CBa). 
Black-backed Woodpecker: One m. was on the W side of Rattray Marsh [PL] Mar 21*- 
31 (DP et al .). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One was at Cootes Dr t Spencer Creek [HW] Jan 12 (DL,GL); 
one was at Cone 8 W of Sheffield Rd [WT] Jan 16 (RD,BC); one was at Beverly Swamp 
[HW] Jan 22 (RD,CS) ; one was at Hopkins Tract Feb, 10 (BL) ; one was at N Shore of 
Bay Mar 23 (RC) . 

Eastern Phoebe: One was reported at River Rd S of Cayuga [HN] Jan 2 * (PRu); one 
was at Beamer C.A. Mar 23 F (GM et al.); two were at Westfield Heritage Centre 

Mar 27 (BD,JSn); one was at Dundas Hydro Pond Mar 29 (BW). 

Tree Swallow: One was at Beamer C.A. Mar 23 * (BS et al .); seven were at Dundas 
Hydro Pond Mar 25 (BW). 

Common Raven: One was reported from Beamer C.A. Mar 11 * (GM et al.) . 

Tufted Titmouse: One was at River Rd at Grand River, Brantford [BR] Jan 2 

(BL,KM); one was at a feeder along River Rd S of Cayuga Jan 2-Feb 16 at least 

(PRu;m.obs.); one was at Cainsville Sewage Ponds [BR] Feb 1 (BL). 

Brown Creeper: A high count was of 10 at Waterworks Park Jan 2 (BL,KM). 

Carolina Wren: Three were at the Grand River, Brantford Jan 2 (BL,KM); one was 
near the foot of Appleby Line Jan 9,Feb 19 (RC,JO;RD,BC); one was at a Grimsby 
feeder [NG] Feb 2 (BL); one was at Creighton Rd Feb 15 (BDr); one was at the Foot 
of Walkers Line Jan 12,Feb 22 (RD;BL); one was at the foot of Fruitland Ave Mar 
13 (RDw,BDr). 



Pine Siskin: Three were at Westover Jan 16-on (RD et al .); ten were at Appleby 
Line at the Lake Feb 15 (BL); two were at Shoreacres Feb 22-Mar 5 RD;MS); one 
was at Beamer C.A. Mar 12 (RD et al.); two were at Meadowood Ave, Glarkson [PL] 
Mar 24 (RD,MS). 

Evening Grosbeak: One was at Westfield Heritage Centre Feb 26 * '3D,JSn). 

Other species reported during Jan-Mar: American Black Duck, Mallard, Gadwall, 
American Kestrel, Ruffed Grouse, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black- 
backed Gull, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Great Horned Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Downy 
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Horned Lark, Blue Jay, American 
Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
American Robin, European Starling, Northern Cardinal, American Tree Sparrow, Song 
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, House Finch, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 


Please send your bird records for April to September by October 1= to Rob Dobos, 
178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Ont, N2L 4S3, or phone (519) 888-0553. 

HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 648-9537 


On Being President 

By Marian Shivas 

Why does anyone ever agree to 
assume the office of President of an 
organization, subjecting himself to the 
arrows of criticism, love, hate, 
admiration, etc? 

The answer — numerous reasons 
— you feel you are capable of 
building a better or improved 
organization; you wish to "do your 
bit” in strengthening the group; you 
are "bom to lead” and this is an 
opportunity to do so; you are devoted 
to the organization and wish to do 
your share in administration; you 
want to truly "join the group”. 

As head of the club you are in a 
voluntary position. There is no 
money in recompense for your work, 
no matter how much "midnight oil" 
you bum in fulfilling the demands of 
the post — only the satisfaction and 
joy of knowing that you have 
contributed to the well-being of the 
organization and its members. That is 
your recompense. 

Benefits that really accrue are the 


people you meet, the friendships you 
make, the "education" you receive, the 
knowledge made available to you and, 
if you are truly sincere, an experience 
that will serve you well when you are 
as I am, past the age of active 
participation. 

It has to be realized that all work 
in the Club is entirely voluntary. 
There is no salary or monetary 
recompense. One cannot "boss" in the 
business sense — only "man the oars” 
and "pilot the ship”. 

Latterly, the Club does not have a 
member on the Board of the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists. 
This is a big mistake! Here we are, 
one of the oldest organizations in the 
Federation, and yet we have no 
"official” representation on their 
Board of Directors; only a delegate 
who sits "ex officio". 

How well do we know the 
personnel in the offices of the 
conservation authorities, the Ministries 
of Natural Resources of the districts 
in which our properties are situated, 
and locally? 


In the past, we had very unhappy 
experiences with Ministry officials in 
the region where Spooky Hollow is 
situated. I will not go into detail here 
but I had to attend many hearings in 
Delhi pertaining to our area. 
Incidentally, all of these trips were at 
my own expense. Twice I was 
relieved by two of our members. 

During the presidency of Hazel 
Broker, the Ministry people at Simcoe 
were caught by me personally 
catching fish by electrification in the 
stream at Spooky Hollow. I got in 
touch with then Provincial Minister, 
Alan Pope. He issued orders to them 
and they had to officially apologize 
for trespassing on our property, and 
as well Mr. Pope asked us to have a 
meeting in Hamilton with the Simcoe 
folks and our Club executive. This 
was done and held at the headquarters 
of the Royal Botanical Gardens where 
the grievances were thrashed out. 

That is why I would stress that 
our personnel should meet and know 
the personnel of the Conservation 
Authorities, officials of the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, etc. These 
contacts can be invaluable. 
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My experiences as twice President 
of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club are 
priceless. The joys far outweigh the 
sadness, disappointments and work. 
The sharp tongues of those "out to get 
you” are eventually silenced and with 
the passing of time, while their 
remarks are never completely 
forgotten, they fade away and if, as in 
my case, you are granted the 
mentality and health to enjoy the Club 
in your advanced years, even with 
decreased physical ability, the joy of 
renewed friendships after 46 years, is 
to be treasured — and I do! 


Pack 
Rats 
Take 
Note 

The HNC is 
updating its 
archives. The good news is 
that the Ontario Archives have 
our minutes back to 1919!. The 
bad news is that we are miss¬ 
ing the minutes for 1984 to 
1986 and from 1944 to 1954. If 



you or anybody you know can 
help us fill the gap(s) by lend¬ 
ing us the missing documents, 
please call Betty Blashill at 
(905) 664-8796 or leave a mes- 

-- a. r .in flip 

sage aL ^/-ono. 


Thank You 

By Rose Petersen 
Thank You to Hazel Broker and 
Lois Evans for allowing themselves to 
be voted into leading the August 24th 
evening walk as our scheduled leader 
did not appear. About 15 of us were 
present. Hazel and Lois, both despite 


painful feet, showed us the highlights 
of Beverly Swamp. We saw Cardinal 
Flower, Closed Gentians, Turtlehead, 
several different goldenrods and ferns 
including Bulblet Fern and 
Rattlesnake Fern. I am sure I speak 
for the group in acknowledging their 
efforts, we are most appreciative. 


A Q.E.W. Kestrel is Dead 

By Patricia Gilbert 

What a sadness. Thei. iie was, 
beside the median in die ^ait and 
snow, one pointed wing extended 
upward at an inside-out 45 degree 
angle. A bit of debris now, to be 
brushed up in the spring, when the 
road is cleaned. 

The little falcon had been a joy 
for at least five years and all this 
winter. Here it is February 1, 1994 
and I have been marvelling at how he 
managed to eat to survive. How did 
he find enough through all the deep 
snow of this year? 

His territory was from Casablanca 
Blvd. to about Fruitland Road. The 
sides of the highway slope toward the 
south sun which usually melts the 
snow enough to expose the mice upon 
which the bird depended. This winter 
there has been less exposed ground. 
Did the rodent life in the median 
become necessary food? I am sure he 
knew it was a high risk area. 

I dislike the daily getting up early 
for the drive to Hamilton, so the sight 
of the kestrel each morning reminded 
me that there is no free lunch. All 
life has to scrounge. Why should I be 
different? The bird represented the 
order of things. He made my mind 


more accepting. 

Has anyone else noticed the 
absence of the blue-grey wings and 
black moustache? He was like topaz 
— a jewel. Did someone speed 
toward him when he was sighted, 
changing the rules of the flight path? 
Was his load heavier than he 
anticipated? Goodbye pretty Falco 
span’enus. I liked you there. It 
pleased me. 



Mullein ( Verbascum) 

Mullein is probably better known 
for its winter stalk and first year 
rosette than for its flowers. This is 
unusual, for most plants only get our 
attention when they are in bloom, and 
we hardly know what they look like 
at other times of year. The common 
names of mullein reflect this emphasis 
on the rosette and winter stalk. The 
name mullein comes from the Latin 
mollis, for "soft,” and refers to the 
woolly quality of the leaves, as does 
the name velvet-leaf. Our favourite 
name, which seems to capture the 
smooth and slightly worn quality of 
the leaves, is flannel-leaf. Jacob's 
staff refers to the tall, stafflike stalk. 
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A humorous name for mullein is 
Quaker rouge. Quakers were not 
supposed to use makeup on then- 
faces, but it is widely known country 
lore that if you rub a mullein leaf on 
your cheek, it will redden and stay 
coloured for a while. This way the 
Quaker girls could get the effect of 
makeup without breaking rules. 
Unfortunately, the reddening is caused 
by irritation of the skin from the 
barbed hairs on the leaves; we 
recommend you buy rouge instead. 

Mullein was brought to North 
America from Europe and was a well- 
established wild plant by the 1800s. 
It has many bright-yellow blooms 
crowded on a long stalk, but only a 
few bloom at a time so they are never 
very conspicuous. In the past the 
flowers have been used to make a 
light-yellow dye. 

Wild and Garden Relatives 

Mullein is in the genus 
Verbascum, which is in the Figwort 
family, Scrophulariaceae. There are 
four common species of mullein and 
all originally came from Europe. 
Common mullein, V thapsus, is the 
most widespread and the best known. 
It has tall stalks of closely packed 
yellow flowers. Clasping-leaved 
mullein, V. phlomoides, has similar 
flowers but its leaves are distinct from 
the stem and do not blend into it as in 
common mullein. Moth Mullein, V. 
blattana, has just a few yellow 
flowers loosely spaced on a thin stem. 
And white mullein, V lychnitis , has 
white flowers. 

There are many hybrid mulleins 
that are excellent for rock gardens or 
perennial beds. They are used for 
both the texture of leaves and the 


colours of their blooms. 

What You Can Observe 

In any month of the year you can 
find mullein rosettes to examine. Run 
your fingers across the leaves, for 
they are densely woolly and pleasant 
to feel. The woolliness is created by 
numerous branched hairs that 
interlock with each other. The 
branched hairs can be seen with about 
an eight-power magnifying glass. 
This network of hairs may serve 
several functions. One could be to 
conserve moisture, another could be 
to absorb heat from the sun in winter, 
and another could be a defense 
against insects or mammals. In fact, 
very few insects feed on the leaves 
and domestic livestock seem to avoid 
them. If you look deep within the 
rosette leaves in winter, you may find 
several insects, including thrips, 
myriad bugs, and leaf-eating beetles, 
spending the winter in this protected 
spot. 

The flowerstalk grows from the 
centre of the rosette and seems to 
carry some of the rosette leaves up on 
it. The top of the stalk is covered 
with flowerbuds, and new flowerbuds 
are produced at the tip all through the 
growing season. If you look carefully 
among the buds and leaves, you are 
likely to see lots of beetles, each 
about an eighth of an inch long. 
These are weevils, small beetles with 
a long, elephantlike snout that they 
use for feedmg and creating places n 
which to lay their eggs. They are 
undoubtedly the most significant 
predator on mulleins and are 
responsible for eating up to 50 
percent of the seeds of some 
individual plants. 


Like evening primrose and Queen 
Anne's lace, common mullein is 
popularly called a biennial but may 
live for more than just two years. If 
the rosette of leaves grows fast the 
first year, then the plant will bloom 
the second year. If the rosette is still 
small after the first year, then it will 
grow for a second year and produce 
blooms the third year. 

In the fall after flowering, the 
whole plant dies back but the strong 
stalk remains standing, dispersing 
seeds. The stalk can be six or more 
feet tall, and if you look at its lower 
part, you will see that it is clearly ‘ 
five-sided. When the leaves are on 
the plant, you can see that they are 
arranged in a spiral up the stem, 
every fifth leaf directly above one 
below it. This same arrangement of 
leaves can be seen on blackberry 
stems, which are also five-sided. 

The seeds of common mullein are 
very small; you can fit about four of 
them on the head of a pin. Each 
mullein plant produces between 
130,000 and 170,000 seeds. The 
seeds just fall out of the capsules 
when the stem is knocked or sways 
and most fall within a few feet of the 
base of the plant, although a few may 
get as far as thirty feet away. 

Mullein seeds must land on bare 
ground if they are going to germinate 
and grow successfully. This is why 
you most often see the plant growing 
along roadsides or in disturbed areas. 
However, as these areas become 
covered with various other plants, the 
mullein seeds that fall there do not 
germinate. But a marvellous feature 
of its seeds is that they can remain 
dormant in the soil for up to a 
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hundred years. Thus, if you were 
watching a disturbed habitat with 
well-drained soil, you would see 
mullein plants there for three to four 
years and then replaced by other 
plants. Mullein might seem to be 
only a temporary resident that moved 
in and then moved out, when in fact 
the plant is still there in the form of 
hundreds of thousands of dormant 
seeds, some of which will be ready to 
germinate when there is the slightest 
new disturbance of the area. 

Flo wer-watch in g 

The flowers, when in bloom, 
seem to be scattered up and down the 
stalk, but there is order to tliis 
seeming randomness. They are 
arranged in several spirals up the 
stem, and each flower in bloom is 
preceded by the one lower on the 
spiral and will be followed the next 
day by the one higher on the spiral. 
Each flower is open only one day, 
form dawn to midaftemoon. 

If you look inside the flower, you 
will see a thin green stalk; this is the 
female part. There are five male 
parts — three short ones covered with 
whitish hairs and two longer ones 
without hairs. 

Through the seasons 

Mullein is called a biennial but 
may live for three years. Seeds 
sprout in spring or late summer and 
form a rosette of leaves with a small 
taproot. The rosette overwinters and 
produces more leaves the next spring 
and summer. At this time it may 
grow a flowerstalk and bloom, or it 
may overwinter again and bloom the 
following year. Blooming occurs in 
midsummer and continues into fall. 
Seeds are matured during the same 


period. In fall the whole plant dies, 
but the flowerstalk remains standing, 
dispersing seeds through winter and 
even into the next year. 

Re-printed from A Guide to Enjoying 
Wild/lowers, Donald and Lillian 
Stokes. 


Nature never did betray 
The heart that loved her. 

William Wordsworth 


A Bird Banding Note of Interest 

A Common Tern which was banded 
by Alvaro Jaramillo for Martin 
McNicholl at Neare island (one of the 
Hydro Islandsj in Hamilton Harbour 
on 4 July 1989, was captured alive 
and released by Henry> Caeser at 
Berbice, Guyana on 3 February 1992, 
at least 4500 bn from the banding 
site! (reprinted from: Dunning, 
J.B.Jr. 1992. Significant encounters. 
North A merican Bird Bander 17: 14 7- 
149.) 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, October 3, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Members Night/AGM 
Reptiles & Amphibians of 
Hamilton-Wentworth 

Bruce Mackenzie 

Monday, November 7 , 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Manatees and Conservation 
in Trinidad 

Carole Boyle 

Monday, October 17, 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 
Arboretum, 

Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
- Rosemary Gaymer - Birds as You 
Often See Them 
Organizer: Bruce Duncan 1-519- 
622-4709 

Thursday, October 20, 7:30 p.m. 

PLANT STUDY GROUP 

Location: Gage Park Depot, 

(near Greenhouses), 

Hamilton, 


The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and leam more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

- To be announced 

Organizer: Marg Walton 

1-905-627-7361 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday October 10 10 a.m. 

Fall Colours of Red Hill 
Join Friends of Red Hill Valley for the 
annual Thanksgiving Day hike through 
Hamilton’s largest park. Meet at Red Hill 
Bowl, comer of Lawrence Road and King 
Street. 

Leaders: John Struger 547-5116 
Don McLean 664-8796 

Saturday October 15 9 a.m. 

Fall in Short Hills 

Join us for a walk in our Club sanctuary 
at North Pelham to see the last of the 
flowering plants, the ferns, and the fall 
colours. Bring a lunch if you plan to stay 
past noon. Meet at McDonald’s on Hwy. 
6 & 53. 

Leader: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 648-1945 

Saturday October 29 1:00 p.m. 

Autumn in the Dundas Valley 
Explore the valley with us to find out 
what is left in way of plants and animals 
before the onset of winter. Meet at the 
University Plaza parking lot, Osier St., 
Dundas. 

Leader: Dean Gugler 528-7169 

Sunday October 30 8:30 a.m. 

Fall Cleanup at Spooky Hollow 
Your help is needed to maintain the trail 
system at Spooky Hollow Sanctuary near 
Normandale. In addition we may plan to 


fabricate boardwalks on several trails if 
necessary. New volunteers are always 
welcome. This will be a good 
opportunity to see the Spooky Addition. 
Bring a lunch and meet at McDonald's 
parking lot, Ryckmans Comers, Upper 
James & Rymal Rd. (Hwys 6 & 53). 
Leader: John Fischer 643-3837 

(evenings), 336-4961 (days) 

Sunday November 6 

Fall Bird Count 

This annual event attempts to survey 
the birdlife present throughtout the 
Hamilton Study Area during late fall. 
In order for full coverage more birders 
are needed. Contact Bill to confirm 
your area or be assigned a new 
territory. 

Compiler: Bill Lamond 519-756-9546 


The September WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 

Betty Blashill 

Jo Harschnitz 

Norm and Mary Pomfret 

Norm and Marg Ralston 

Doris Rundle 

Maria Sedgwick 

Jim Stollard \ 

Phyllis Vair 
Thanks everyone! 
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1 lie Hamiiton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our natural 
heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. 

Outdoor field events are scheduled for eveiv month and a complete listing for the entire season mav be obtained 
trom the Membership Director, The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered charitable organization and all 
donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 


1994 Membership Fees: 


Life Member. 

Active Member. 

Active Senior Member. 

Joint Members. 

Joint Senior Members... 

Family Membership. 

Student Member. 

Corresponding Member. 

Junior Nats. 

Honorary Life Member. 


$350.00 
20.00 
17.00 
. 30.00 

25.00 
. 35.00 
10.00 
15.00 
. 20.00 
None 


Past President: 
Doug McCallum 
President: 

John Struger 

Vice-President: 
Patricia Gilbert 
Secretary: 

Betty Blashill 
Treasurer: 

Brian Burgon 
Membership: 
Wolfgang Luft 
Wood Duck Editor: 
Jean Stollard 


H N C BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1993-94 


Conservation: 


383-9844 

Doug Kay 

Sancturay: 


628-1072 

547-5116 

John Fischer 

Education: 

Days 

Eves 

336-4961 

643-3837 

945-1907 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 


648-1945 


Program and Jr. Naturalists: 

664-8796 

Margaret Walton 
Field Events: 


627-7361 

648-6153 

Brian Wylie 

Publicity: 


627-4601 

681-2276 

Roslynne Price 
Social: 


681-2276 

634-3538 

Doris Rundle 


561-8333 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is produced by volunteer 
members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May inclusive and 
it is mailed free to members. 


Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: Jean Stoilard, 457-7 
Woodview Road., Burlington ON L7N 2Z9. Articles word processed on computer disk in IBM format while 
appreciated, are not necessary. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding publication 
date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines must be included. Articles in the WOOD 

DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, ON N2S 4L3 
The WOOD DUCK is printed on re-cycled paper. 













